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Vazeni spoluobcania, mili ¢itatelia,

nasa obec sa z hladiska prirodnych danosti i historie
radi k najpozoruhodnej$im v ramci Slovenska. Vyplyva to
7 viacerych skutocnosti. V minulosti existovali dve sidla
s nazvom Sunava. Vy$na Suniava savyvinula na historickom
uzemi Liptova, Nizna Sunava zas vznikla na historickom
uzemi Spisa. Prva bola starocia majetkom kartuzianov zo
Skaly ttocista, druhd cistercitov zo Spisského Stiavnika.
Obdobne su zaujimavé aj tunajsie prirodné pomery, ked-
7e jedna ¢ast tizemia nasej obce patri do imoria Cierneho
mora, druha Baltského mora. Znamena to, ze sme sucas-
tou hranice hlavného eurdpskeho rozvodia. V symbolickej
rovine by sa dalo povedat, Ze obyvame strechu Europy.
Aby sa nové poznatky o prirode a historii nasej obce spri-
stupnili ¢o najsirsiemu okruhu citatelov, iniciovali sme
vydanie dal3ej knihy o Sunave. O spolupracu pri jej tvor-
be sme poziadali obc¢ianske zdruzenie MONS CASTRI -
spolocnost pre historicky a archeologicky vyskum Spisa
so sidlom v Hozelci. Na rozdiel od tych predchadzajiacich
sa doraz tentoraz kladol na prirodu - faunu, floru a geo-
logické pomery. Autori sa okrem iného podujali zodpo-
vedat otazku, ¢i bolo kedysi tizemie dnesnej Sunavy pod
morom. Velky priestor sa vytvoril i na prezentaciu novych
poznatkov z historicko-geografickej oblasti. Skratka, za-
lezalo nam na tom, aby sa citatelia dozvedeli fakty, ktoré
sa v doterajsich publikaciach nespominali. To by aj malo
byt cielom vydavania novych knih a nie opakovat to, o je
uz zname. Pokial ide o minulost nasej obce, vyrazne sa
pokrocilo najmi pri vyskume stredovekych dejin Niznej
Sunavy, ktora sa v pisomnych pramenoch spomina po
prvykrat uz v roku 1398, teda o storocie neskor, ako tomu
bolo v pripade Vy$nej Sunavy (1298). Vyjasnila sa aj otizka

Dear fellow citizens, dear readers,

Our village with its natural character and history
ranks among the most remarkable villages in Slovakia. It
follows from several facts. In the past, there were two vil-
lages called Sunava. Vy$na Sunava developed in the his-
torical territory of Liptov, Nizn4 Sunava was founded in
Spis. The first one was property of the Carthusians from
Lapis Refugii for centuries, the other one was owned by
the Cistercians from Spissky Stiavnik. The local natural
conditions are remarkable as well, as one part of our vil-
lage’s territory is part of the Black Sea’s drainage area,
the other one lies in the drainage area of the Baltic Sea.
It means that we are part of the main European water-
shed. Symbolically, we can say that we live on the roof
of Europe. To present new information on the nature
and history of our village to as many readers as possible,
we initiated publication of another book on Sunava. We
asked the citizen association of MONS CASTRI - a soci-
ety for historical and archaeological research of Spis re-
siding in Hozelec - for cooperation. Unlike the previous
books, this time the emphasis is put on nature - fauna,
flora and geological situation. The authors have also at-
tempted to answer the question whether the territory
of Sunava used to be covered by the sea. There is also
enough space to present new knowledge from the field
of historical geography. Well, it was important to us that
the readers learn about facts not presented in previous
publications. This should be the aim of every new book,
instead of repeating the known. As for the past of our vil-
lage, great progress has been made mainly in the study of
medieval history of Nizna Sunava, which is first refered to
in written documents in 1398, i. e. one century later that



zasvitenia oboch Sunavskych kostolov v obdobi stredo-
veku. Vo Vysnej Sunave bol jej duchovnym patrénom sv.
Mikul4s, v Niznej Sunave zasa sv. Simon a sv. Jida. Na roz-
diel od Vy$nej Sunavy Niznd Sunava v zdvere stredoveku
spustla. K jej obnove doslo v 16. storoci a v 18. storoci sa tu
najprv vystaval dreveny, nasledne murovany Kostol VSet-
kych sviitych. Citatelia sa dozvedia nové skutocnosti aj
o okolitych sidlach, z ktorych niektoré ¢asom zanikli a ich
polohy dnes poznidme pod ndzvami Hrachovisko a Soldov.
Autori knihy sa pokusili dat odpoved na otazku, ako sa tie-
to dediny nazyvali v stredoveku.

Vy$na Sunava (1298). The question of dedication of both
Sunavas’ churches in the Middle Ages has been answered
as well. St. Nicholas was the patron saint in Vy$n4 Suna-
va; in Niznd Sunava, patron saints were Sts. Simon and
Jude. Unlike Vy$na Sunava, Nizna Sunava was abandoned
in the end of the Middle Ages. It was renewed in the 16th
century and in the 18th century, there was the originally
wooden, later masoned Church of All Saints. The readers
will also learn new facts about the neighbouring villages,
some of which are extinct and their sites are now known
as Hrachovisko and Soldov. The

7 uvedeného je zrejmé, ze kniha
nesporne zaujme Sirsie citatelské
prostredie. To, ¢i sa nam podarilo
naplnit nas zamer - vyraznejsie
obohatit poznanie o prirodnych
pomeroch i historii nasej obce
a jej okolia -, musia posudit sa-
motni citatelia.

Verim, Ze kniha bude mat ¢i-
tatelsky uspech a prispeje k dos-
tojnej prezentacii nasej obce.

authors of the book have tried
to answer the question what
these villages were called in the
Middle Ages. It is clear from the
above mentioned that the book
will definitely get attention
of many readers. Whether we
have succeeded in fulfilling our
goal — to considerably extend
our knowledge of the natural
and historical context of our
village and its surroundings -
must be decided by them.

I believe that the book will
be successful with readers and
will contribute to proud pres-
entation of our village.

Stanislav Kubasky

starosta / Mayor




Bezstavovce

Okolie obce Sunava je ako stvorené na prechadzky pocas
peknych dni. Zrak mnohych z vas padne skor na plodnice
hub ako na zivocichy, ktorych sa na zdanlivo malom tze-
mi skryva neurekom. Staci sa pozriet trebars pod koru
stromov, na kvitnuce kvety alebo obratit suchy pen ¢i ska-
lu. Ak vam chceme priblizit faunu vasej obce a jej okolia,
musime zacat od tych najmensich zivocichov. Zivot bez-
stavovcov je plny nebezpecenstva, akcie, ale aj krasy
a jemnosti. Jednym z najdrobnejsich radov, ktoré zaregis-
trujete volnym okom, su roztoce patriace do podkmena
Klepietkavcov (Chelicerata) a nie hmyzu, ako by si mnohi
z vas mysleli. Samozrejme, pod pojmom roztoc si ¢lovek
predstavi skor prachové roztoce. Avsak roztocov je na
svete ovela, ovela viac a ziju prakticky vsade, aj tam, kde
by ste povedali, ze si vymyslam. Aby toho nebolo malo,
kazdym dnom nachadzame nové druhy. Vratme sa vSak
k roztocom z katastra obce. Pri blizkom pohlade na skal-
naté chodnicky alebo steny zbadame drobné cervené
bodky, ako sa hmyria sem a tam. St to rozto¢niky cervené
(Trombidium holosericeum), ludovo nazyvané aj zamatky.
V jarnych mesiacoch sa prebudili zo zimného spanku
(Makol & Wohltmann, 2000) a prisiel cas, aby si nasli po-
travu po dlhom oddychu. O nieco vi¢sim, a podstatne do-
lezitejsim zastupcom roztocov, je kliest obycajny (Ixodes
ricinus). Tento postrach kazdej prechadzky v prirode je
ektoparazit. To znamena, Ze k svojmu prezitiu potrebuje
odoberat ziviny z hostitela. Predpona ekto- oznacuje lo,
7Ze parazituje na tele a nie priamo v nom, ako to je u endo-

Invertebrates

Surroundings of the village of Sunava are ideal for walks
on sunny days. Sights of many will rest on mushrooms
more than animals which live in abundance in this
seemingly small territory. Just look under bark of trees,
at flowers in bloom or turn over a dry stump or stone. To
present the fauna of your village and its surroundings,
we must start with the smallest animals. Life of inverte-
brates is full of danger, action as well as beauty and ten-
derness. One of the tiniest orders visible with naked eye
is mite belonging to the subphylum of Chelicerata,
which are not insects, as many would think. Naturally,
we usually think of dust mites when we hear the name.
However, there are many many more mites in the world
and they actually live everywhere - even in places where
you might think I only imagine them. Moreover, new
species are discovered every day. Anyway, let’s get back
to the mites from the area of the village. If we take a clos-
er look at rocky paths or walls, we can notice tiny red
dots moving in all directions. These are Trombidium ho-
losericeum mites. They woke up in spring after winter
hibernation (Makol & Wohltmann, 2000) and time has
come to find food after a long rest. The castor bean tick
(Ixodes ricinus) is a little larger representative of mites.
This bugaboo of each walk in the country is an ectopar-
asite. It means that it needs to feed on a host to survive.
The prefix ecto- means that it lives on the exterior of the
body, not inside it - unlike endoparasites, such as nem-
alodes. Various species of tick can be found also on



parazitov, akymi st napriklad hlisty. Rozne druhy kliestov
najdeme aj na hadoch ¢i jastericiach, no prevazna cast
oblubuje krv cicavcov. Inak tomu nie je ani u klieSta oby-
¢ajn¢ho, a kedze medzi cicavee patrime aj my ludia, neraz
si prinesieme z prirody domov nezelany suvenir v podobe
prichyteného kliesta, ktory si uz pochutnava na nasej krvi.
Nespadne na nas zo stromov, ako si niektori ludia myslia,
ale z travy. Preco by aj tak drobny Zivocich, ako je kliest,
liezol na stromy, ked kazdy cicavec chodi po zemi? To, ze
si kliest trochu odpije z nasej krvi, by nebol az taky prob-
1ém, no klieSte su ¢asto prenasace vaznych ochorent, aky-
mi st napriklad lymska boreliéza ¢i mozgova encefalityda
(Pangacova et al., 2013). Tieto ochorenia sposobuju bakté-
rie a virusy, preto to neznamena, Ze vas automaticky na-
kazi kazdy kliest. Iba choré a nakazené jedince prenasaju
tieto choroby. Chvilku to trva, kym sa spominané baktérie
dostant z traviaceho systému kliesta do nasho tela, preto
je velmi dolezité vybrat kliesta ¢o najskor. Medzi ludmi sa
traduje mnozstvo mylnych informacii o tychto tvoroch,
ktoré je treba vyvratit. Dozvedeli sme sa uz, ze klieSte ne-
lezt po stromoch a ze nie kazdy kliest nas automaticky
nakazi nejakou chorobou. DalSou novinkou mozno bude
aj to, ze KklieSte neoperuju iba v letnych mesiacoch. Staci,
ked sa na teplomere ukazu 3 stupne Celzia (Gethmann et
al., 2020) a klieSte uz zacinaju lovit. Je pravda, ze kliest
obycajny moze obyvat polohy az do vySky 1000 metrov
nad morom (Pelsmaeker, Korslund & Steifellen, 2021), no
nebolo tomu vzdy tak. V roku 12908 autor prvej pisomnej
zmienky o obci Sunava nemusel mat ziaden strach, zeby
ho svojou pritomnostou poctil niektory zastupca kliestov.
Do vyssich nadmorskych vysok zacali klieSte migrovat iba
v poslednych desatrociach, a prave kliest obycajny bol
tym priekopnikom. No na Slovensku zija aj iné druhy,
hlavne v teplejsich oblastiach najdeme kliesta amerického
(Amblyomma americanum) alebo pijaka luzného (Derma-
centor reticulatus) a dalsich vySe 30 druhov. Ak by som mal
spomenut este nejaké ektoparazity, ktorym sa chceme
radsej vyhnut, spomeniem blchy (Siphonaptera). Na Slo-
vensku evidujeme vy$e 100 druhov blch, a kym Klieste
migrovali na Gizemie obce pomerne nedavno, blchy tu uz

.....

hov suvisi s tym, ze kym klieSte si az tak svoju korist nevy-

snakes or lizards, but most of them prefer blood of
mammals. It is the same with castor bean tick and since
we are also mammals, we often bring an unwanted sou-
venir from our walk in the country in form of an attached
tick sucking our blood. It does not fall upon us from
trees as many people think, it comes from grass. Why
would such a small creature climb trees when all mam-
mals walk on the ground? The fact that a tick drinks
a little of our blood is not a big deal. However, ticks often
spread serious diseases, such as Lyme borreliosis or en-
cephalitis (Pangdcovd et al. 2013). These diseases are
caused by bacteria and viruses, which means that not
every tick can infect you. Only ill and infected individu-
als spread these diseases. It takes the bacteria a while to
travel from the tick’s digestive tract to our body, so it is
very important to remove the tick as soon as possible.
People believe many false things about these creatures
which should be refused. We have already learnt that
ticks do not climb trees and not every tick can infect us
with a disease. Another new information might be that
ticks do not work only in summer months. As soon as
thermometer shows temperature of 3 °C, ticks start
hunting (Gethmann et al. 2020). It is true that the castor
bean tick can live in altitudes as high as 1000 m above
sea level (Pelsmacker, Korslund & Steifetten 2021), bul it
has not always been this way. In 1298, the author of the
first written document on the village of Sunava did not
have to worry about being visited by a representative of
ticks. They started to migrate to higher altitudes in the
last decades and the castor bean tick was the a pioneer.
Nevertheless, other species live in Slovakia as well, es-
pecially in warmer areas, Amblyomma americanum
known as the lone star tick or Dermacentor reticulatus
known as the ornate cow tick and more than 30 other
species can be found. If other ectoparasites which we
had better avoid should be mentioned, we must not for-
gel fleas (Siphonaptera). We have recorded more than
a hundred species of fleas and while ticks migrated to
the area of the village recently, fleas had been impa-
tiently waiting for its first settlers. The high number of
species is associated with the fact, that while ticks are
nol very picky about their prey, various species of fleas



